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Introduction

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) established its Financial
Mechanism to facilitate the provision and transfer of resources from developed to developing countries.
The Global Environment Facility (GEF) became the first operating entity of the Financial Mechanism after
the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the UNFCCC, and the GEF Council agreed to a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) in 1996. This agreement placed the GEF under the guidance of the COP, as Article
11 of the Convention states that the Financial Mechanism “shall function under the guidance of and be
accountable to the Conference of the Parties, which shall decide on its policies, programme priorities and
eligibility criteria related to this Convention.”

The yearly COPs have provided an opportunity for Parties to update and renew their guidance to the GEF.
To date, there have been 101 UNFCCC COP decisions and 339 paragraphs that offer guidance to the GEF
(see Table 1). Key areas of Convention guidance have included: the GEF's role as an operating entity of
the Financial Mechanism, including the Paris Agreement; the GEF's institutional and procedural reform;
transparency and access to GEF funds; country engagement and empowerment; reporting on greenhouse
gas inventories; support for technology transfer; and ongoing programming in mitigation and adaptation.

At COP 21, held in 2015, Parties provided guidance to the GEF, giving it an important role in implementing key
aspects of the Paris Agreement. The COP agreed that the Financial Mechanism of the Convention, including
its operating entities, shall serve as the financial mechanism of the Paris Agreement. Parties decided to
establish the Capacity-building Initiative for Transparency (CBIT), requesting the GEF to make arrangements
to support its establishment and operation. Most recently, additional guidance to the GEF emerged from
COP 23, and is included in the first chapter of this booklet and in the GEF Report to COP 24.

The GEF continually incorporates COP guidance into its programs and operations, as described annually in
its report to the COP. As a complementary publication to the GEF's annual report, this booklet summarizes
all guidance to the GEF dating from the first COP to COP 23 and the corresponding GEF responses. This
publication provides full documentation of the evolution of GEF activities and policies as informed by
guidance from the COP.

The COP guidance and GEF responses contained in this booklet are presented in reverse chronological
order, starting with COP 23 and ending with COP 1. The first chapter is updated annually to reflect the
most recent COP guidance; however, sections corresponding to earlier COPs remain as published in prior
years. Therefore, some responses within may appear outdated. Nevertheless, such information is helpful in
following historical trends and in highlighting cumulative action. The booklet also contains annexes including
the MOU between the COP and the GEF Council, guidelines for the review of the financial mechanism, and
GEF project terms.
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TABLE. NUMBER OF COP DECISIONS INCLUDING GUIDANCE TO THE GEF

Number of COP decisions
including guidance to the GEF*

101 (339)**

* Parentheses denote number of paragraphs with GEF guidance.
** These figures include decision text from COP 23 only, not including conclusions from SBI 47, SBI 48
and SBSTA 47; and excluding one Decision from CMP 1.
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Abbreviations and Acronyms

AC
ADB
ADP

AfDB
AMCEN

AMR

Adaptation Committee

Asian Development Bank

Ad Hoc Working Group on the Durban
Platform for Enhanced Action

African Development Bank

African Ministerial Conference on the
Environment

Annual Monitoring Report

AWG-LCA Ad Hoc Working Group on Long-

BOAD
BUR
CAF
CBIT

CBO
CCs
CDI

CEO
CGE

Cl
CIF
CMA

CoP
CPACC

CSO
Csp
CTCN
CTl
EBRD

ECW
EGTT
EST
FAO

FECO
FSP

FUNBIO
FY

term Cooperative Action under the
Convention

West African Development Bank
Biennial Update Report

Development Bank of Latin America
Capacity-building Initiative for
Transparency

Community-Based Organization
Carbon Capture and Storage
Capacity Development Initiative

Chief Executive Officer

Consultative Group of Experts on
National Communications from
Parties not included in Annex | to the
Convention

Conservation International

Climate Investment Funds
Conference of the Parties serving as
the Meeting of the Parties to the Paris
Agreement

Conference of the Parties

Caribbean Planning for Adaptation to
Climate Change

Civil Society Organization

Country Support Program

Climate Technology Centre and Network
Climate Technology Initiative
European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development

Expanded Constituency Workshop
Expert Group on Technology Transfer
Environmentally Sound Technology
Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations

Foreign Economic Cooperation Office of
China

Full-Sized Project

Fundo Brasiliero para a Biodiversidade
Fiscal Year
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GCF
GDP
GEBs
GEF
GEF-3
GEF-4
GEF-5
GEF-6
GEF-7
GEF EO

GEF IEO

GEFTF
GHG
GSP

IAP
IDA
IDB
IFAD

IGCC
INDC

IPCC

IT
IUCN

LDC
LDCF
LEG

LULUCF

M&E
MDB
MEA
MFA
MOU
MSP
NAMA
NAP
NAP GSP
NAPA

Green Climate Fund

Global Domestic Product

Global Environmental Benefits

Global Environment Facility

Third Replenishment Period

Fourth Replenishment Period

Fifth Replenishment Period

Sixth Replenishment Period

Seventh Replenishment Period

Global Environment Facility Evaluation
Office

Global Environment Facility
Independent Evaluation Office

Global Environment Facility Trust Fund
Greenhouse Gas

Global Support Programme for National
Communications and Biennial Update
Reports

Integrated Approach Pilot
International Development Association
Inter-American Development Bank
International Fund for Agricultural
Development

Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle
Intended Nationally Determined
Contribution

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change

Information Technology

International Union for Conservation of
Nature

Least Developed Country

Least Developed Countries Fund

Least Developed Countries Expert
Group

Land Use, Land-Use Change, and
Forestry

Monitoring and Evaluation

Multilateral Development Bank
Multilateral Environmental Agreement
Multi-Focal Area

Memorandum of Understanding
Medium-Sized Project

Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Action
National Adaptation Plan

NAP Global Support Programme
National Adaptation Programme of
Action



NC
NCPCC

NCSA
NCSP

NDA
NDC
NDE
NDI
NGO
NPFE
OFP
OPS
OPS2
OPS3
OPS4
OPS5
OPS6
PAS
PCCB
PDF-B
PFAN
PICCAP

PIF
POPs
PPP
PSP

RAF
RBM
REDD+

SANET
SBI
SBSTA

SCCF
SCCF-A

National Communication

National Communications Programme
for Climate Change

National Capacity Self-Assessment
National Communications Support
Program

National Designated Authorities
Nationally Determined Contribution
National Designated Entities

National Dialogue Initiative
Non-governmental Organization
National Portfolio Formulation Exercise
Operational Focal Point

Overall Performance Study

Second Overall Performance Study
Third Overall Performance Study
Fourth Overall Performance Study
Fifth Overall Performance Study

Sixth Overall Performance Study
Pacific Alliance for Sustainability

Paris Committee on Capacity-building
Project Development and Preparation
Private Financing Advisory Network
Pacific Islands Climate Change
Assistance Programme

Project Identification Form

Persistent Organic Pollutants
Public-Private Partnership

Poznan Strategic Programme on
technology transfer

Resource Allocation Framework
Results-Based Management

Reducing emissions from deforestation
and forest degradation plus
conservation, sustainable management
of forests and enhancement of forest
carbon stocks

Sustainable Alternatives Network
Subsidiary Body for Implementation
Subsidiary Body for Scientific and
Technological Advice

Special Climate Change Fund

Special Climate Change Fund

SCCF-B

SCCF-C

SCCF-D

SCF
SFM
SGP
SIDS
SME
SNC
SPA
SPREP

STAP
STAR

STRM
TC
TEC
TNA
UNDP

UNEP
UNFCCC

UNIDO

UNITAR

WSSD

WWE-US

Adaptation Program

Special Climate Change Fund Program
for Technology Transfer

Special Climate Change Fund Program
for Mitigation in Different Sectors
Special Climate Change Fund Program
for Economic Diversification

Standing Committee on Finance
Sustainable Forest Management

Small Grants Programme

Small Island Developing States

Small and Medium Enterprise

Second National Communication
Strategic Priority on Adaptation
Secretariat of the Pacific Regional
Environment Programme

Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel
System for Transparent Allocation of
Resources

Short-term Response Measures
Transitional Committee

Technology Executive Committee
Technology Needs Assessment

United Nations Development
Programme

United Nations Environment Programme
United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change

United Nations Industrial Development
Organization

United Nations Institute for Training and
Research

World Summit on

Sustainable Development

World Wildlife Fund, Inc.
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|. COP 23 Decisions and GEF Responses

1. The twenty-third session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 23) was held from 6-17 November 2017,
in Bonn, Germany, presided over by the Government of Fiji. The second part of the first session of the
Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement (CMA 1.2) also
took place in in Bonn, Germany. Parties welcomed the operationalization of the CBIT, called for a robust
seventh replenishment of the GEF (GEF-7), and welcomed the GEF Council’s decision to begin the
process of updating its minimum agency standards and fiduciary policies, and the GEF Council’s approval
of the policy on ethics and conflict of interest.

2. COP 23 also provided specific guidance to the GEF on key topics, including: enhancing private sector
engagement; fostering innovation and investment by supporting priority technology projects; and
continuing capacity-building activities. Conclusions from the Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI) 47
and SBI 48 sessions, as well as the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technical Advice (SBSTA) 47 session
also contain matters of relevance for the GEF.

3. The reporting period is GEF fiscal year (FY) 2018, from July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018.

A. Fiji Momentum for Implementation (Decision 1/CP.23)

COP guidance

4. In Decision 1/CP.23, paragraph 17, the COP decided to convene a stocktake on pre-2020 implementation
and ambition at the twenty-fourth session of the Conference of the Parties, which will apply the format of
the 2016 facilitative dialogue and consider, inter alia:

(@) The inputs of the Conference of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol, the Subsidiary Body for
Implementation, the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice, the constituted bodies
under the Convention and the Kyoto Protocol, and the operating entities of the Financial Mechanism

[..]

GEF response

5. The GEF, as an operating entity of the Financial Mechanism, provided input to the stocktake on pre-2020
implementation and ambition at COP 24.2

1 SBI47 and SBSTA 47 were held from November 6 to 15, 2017, in Bonn, Germany. SBI 48 was held from April 30 to May 10, 2018 in
Bonn, Germany.

2 The GEF's submission can be found at the UNFCCC website : https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/ GEF%200n%20pre-2020.
pdf
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B. Long-term climate finance (Decision 6/CP.23)

COP guidance

6. In Decision 6/CP23, paragraph 10, the COP requested the Secretariat, in collaboration with the operating
entities of the Financial Mechanism, United Nations agencies, and bilateral, regional, and other
multilateral channels, to explore ways and means to assist developing country Parties in assessing their
needs and priorities, in a country-driven manner, including technological and capacity-building needs, and
in translating climate finance needs into action.

GEF response

7. The GEF continues to provide support to developing country Parties in assessing their needs and
priorities, in a country-driven manner, including technology and capacity-building needs, and in translating
climate finance needs into action. Among other efforts, the GEF continues to provide resources for
the CBIT, technology needs assessments (TNAs), and other initiatives such as expanded constituency
workshops (ECWs), in an effort to enhance the abilities of developing countries to assess their needs and
priorities and to translate climate finance needs into action.

C. Review of the functions of the Standing Committee on Finance
(Decision 8/CP.23)

COP guidance
8. In Decision 8/CP23, paragraph 9, the COP encouraged Parties and other constituted bodies under the
Convention to continue to provide submissions for the preparation of draft decisions on guidance to the

operating entities of the Financial Mechanism, based on the reports of the operating entities, in a timely
manner to the Standing Committee on Finance.

GEF response

9. The above guidance is noted.

D. Report of the Global Environment Facility to the Conference of the
Parties and guidance to the Global Environment Facility (Decision 10/
CP.23)

COP guidance

10. In Decision 10/CP23, paragraph 2, the COP welcomed the decision of the GEF Council to begin the
process of updating its minimum agency standards and fiduciary policies.

11. In Decision 10/CP23, paragraph 3, the COP also welcomed the GEF Council's approval of the GEF's policy
on ethics and conflict of interest.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

In Decision 10/CP23, paragraph 4, the COP reiterated its call, in decision 11/CP.22, paragraph 2, to ensure
a robust seventh replenishment in order to assist in providing adequate and predictable funding, taking
into consideration the Paris Agreement as well as the request of the COP to the GEF contained in decision
11/CP.22, paragraph 3.

In Decision 10/CP23, paragraph 5, the COP requested the GEF to enhance the consultation process with
developing country Parties and other stakeholders in the context of the GEF replenishment process.

In Decision 10/CP23, paragraph 6, the COP, noting the importance of the existing allocation for climate
change, requested the GEF to further consider the needs and priorities of developing countries in the
allocation for the climate change focal area in its seventh replenishment period.

In Decision 10/CP23, paragraph 7, the COP requested the GEF to continue implementing in its seventh
replenishment period its established policies for grants and concessional funding, in support of
developing country Parties, in line with the provisions of the Convention, relevant decisions of the COP
and the Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured GEF.

In Decision 10/CP23, paragraph 8, the COP welcomed the operationalization of the Capacity-building
Initiative for Transparency and projects approved during the reporting period, and requested the GEF to
provide adequate support to assist developing country Parties, in line with decision 1/CP.21, paragraph 86.

In Decision 10/CP23, paragraph 9, the COP noted the GEF Council decision GEF/C.50/07 and its
conclusions, and invited the GEF to further consider ways to improve its access modalities for developing
country Parties, including small island developing States and the least developed countries.

In Decision 10/CP23, paragraph 10, the COP requested the GEF, as appropriate, to ensure that its policies
and procedures related to the consideration and review of funding proposals be duly followed in an
efficient manner.

In Decision 10/CP23, paragraph 11, the COP encouraged the GEF to further enhance engagement with
the private sector, including in its technology projects.

In Decision 10/CP23, paragraph 12, the COP invited the GEF to allocate provisions in the climate
change focal area of its seventh replenishment for supporting developing country Parties in undertaking
technology needs assessments and piloting priority technology projects to foster innovation

and investment.

In Decision 10/CP23, paragraph 13, the COP also invited the GEF to include information in its report to
the COP on: (a) the collaboration between the GEF focal points and the national designated entities

for technology development and transfer, as communicated by the Climate Technology Centre and
Network to the GEF; and (b) whether and how Parties have used their System for Transparent Allocation of
Resources for piloting the implementation of the technology needs assessment results.

In Decision 10/CP23, paragraph 16, the COP also requested the GEF to include in its annual report to the
COP information on the steps that it has taken to implement the guidance provided in this decision.

GEF response

GEF seventh replenishment process

23.

In the reporting period, 28 countries jointly endorsed a $4.1 billion financial support package for GEF-7.
According to the GEF-7 resource allocation framework, the climate change focal has been notionally
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allocated $802 million, which will support a corporate mitigation target of 1,500 million metric tons of
carbon dioxide equivalent.

24. The consultation process for the GEF-7 replenishment included active developing country representation
and participation through regional constituency representatives covering all regions. In addition, several
developing country Parties also participated as donors in the replenishment negotiations. The GEF
Council endorsed the GEF-7 Policy Recommendations, Programming Directions, and Replenishment
Resolution at its meeting in June 2018.

25. The GEF-7 framework is structured to address fundamental COP decisions relating to the Paris
Agreement, and to further support developing countries’ needs and priorities in line with the GEF’s role
as an operating entity of the Financial Mechanism of the UNFCCC. The GEF-7 Climate Change Focal Area
Strategy supports developing countries in their efforts to shift towards low-emission and climate-resilient
development pathways. The Strategy emphasizes three fundamental objectives:

(i)  Promoting innovation and technology transfer for sustainable energy breakthroughs;
(i) Demonstrating mitigation options with systemic impacts; and

(iii) Fostering enabling conditions for mainstreaming mitigation concerns into sustainable
development strategies.

26. In GEF-7, these objectives will be addressed through country-driven investments in the climate change
focal area and specific Impact Programs. The GEF-7 notional resource allocation framework includes
$802 million for climate change mitigation, including $511 million country allocation from the System for
Transparent Allocation of Resources (STAR) and $291 million from STAR set-asides. Needs and priorities of
developing countries were taken into consideration in the refinement of the resource allocation framework
through developing country representation in the replenishment process and analyses of developing
country plans and reports under various multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) for which the GEF
serves as financial mechanism.

27. In GEF-7, the GEF will continue implementing its established policies for grants and concessional
funding, in support of developing country Parties, in line with the provisions of the Convention, relevant
decisions of the COP, and the Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured GEF. The GEF-7
Programming Directions include both grant and non-grant instruments, as in previous GEF replenishment
cycles, to enable the GEF to utilize instruments tailored to countries’ needs and priorities and country-
specific contexts.

Capacity-building Initiative for Transparency (CBIT)

28. CBIT projects in GEF-7 are supported through set-aside resources, and do not draw on country
allocations. Countries also continue to have access to set-asides for their Convention obligations,
including the national communications (NCs) and biennial update reports (BURs), up to the agreed full-
cost amounts. In addition, country allocations will be available to deliver other enabling activities and
above the agreed full-cost amount.

Access modalities for developing country Parties

29. The GEF-7 replenishment recognized the needs of all GEF recipient countries, particularly those of least
developed countries (LDCs) and small island developing States (SIDS). The replenishment thus includes
an increase in the weight of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita index in the resource allocation
system for GEF-7, which will ensure an enhanced emphasis on the poorest and most vulnerable countries.
In line with GEF-6, LDCs continue to receive a higher minimum allocation floor in GEF-7 for biodiversity,
climate change, and land degradation STAR allocations, compared to non-LDCs. Upon request by the
GEF replenishment process participants, the GEF Secretariat also presented for Council consideration
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30.

31.

an updated results architecture, which was approved by Council in June 2018, with a view to promoting
simplification, with fewer, more relevant indicators and more streamlined reporting on project and
program-level results.

In addition, the new GEF Programming Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change for the Least
Developed Countries Fund (LDCF) and the Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF) (2018-2022) recognizes
the specific needs of SIDS and LDCs for adaptation support.®

Furthermore, the GEF will continue to support developing country Parties, including SIDS and LDCs in
accessing funding from the GEF, through the ECWs and regional/national portfolio and programming
workshops during GEF-7.

Review of funding proposals

32.

The GEF continues to follow its policies and procedures relating to the consideration and review of
funding proposals in an efficient manner.

Engagement with the private sector

33.

34.

35.

36.

3

One of the three objectives of the GEF-7 climate change mitigation focal area is to promote innovation
and technology transfer for sustainable energy breakthroughs. In GEF-7, partnership with the private
sector to promote technology transfer and deployment will be a key priority. Resources from the GEF
play a key role in piloting emerging, innovative solutions, including technologies, management practices,
supportive policies and strategies, and financial tools that foster private sector engagement in technology
and innovation.

The objective to promote innovation and technology transfer for sustainable energy breakthroughs has
four entry points:

(i) De-centralized renewable power with energy storage;
(i) Electric drive technologies and electric mobility;

(iii) Accelerating energy efficiency adoption; and

(iv) Cleantech innovation.

These four entry points have been prioritized to be innovative, align with Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs), and be complementary to other financial mechanisms.

The GEF Programming Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change for the LDCF and SCCF (2018-

2022) also emphasizes the importance of engagement of the private sector and includes an objective

to reduce vulnerability and increase resilience through innovation and technology transfer for climate
change adaptation. Resources from the LDCF and SCCF play a key role in tailoring relevant resilience
technologies to national and local circumstances in the most vulnerable developing countries. LDCF

and SCCF support seeks to be catalytic in testing and adapting technologies and innovative practices to
specific conditions and capacity, creating favorable policies and strategies, providing systemic support

to innovation through incubation and accelerators, piloting financial tools, risk transfer mechanisms —
including risk insurance, climate risk pooling and other risk sharing solutions — and strengthening private
sector engagement in climate change adaptation.

https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/council-meeting-documents/EN_GEF.LDCF_.SCCF_.24.03_Programming_Strategy_and_
Operational_Policy_0.pdf
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37. As noted in the Sixth Comprehensive Evaluation of the GEF (OPS6) by the GEF Independent Evaluation
Office (GEF IEQ), “The GEF engages with a wide variety of private sector entities that vary in their industry
focus, size, and approach to environmental issues using a mix of intervention models. The range extends
from multinational corporations; through large domestic firms and financial institutions; to micro, small,
and medium enterprises and smallholders/individuals.” GEF-7 therefore will create opportunities to
involve the private sector in new programs through two pillars:

(i) Expanding the use of non-grant instruments; and

(i)  Working with the private sector as an agent for market transformation.

Technology needs assessments

38. One of the three objectives of the GEF-7 climate change focal area is to promote innovation and
technology transfer for sustainable energy breakthroughs. In GEF-7, partnership with the private sector
to promote technology transfer and deployment is a key priority. GEF resources play a key role in piloting
emerging innovative solutions, including technologies, management practices, supportive policies and
strategies, and financial tools that foster private sector engagement for technology and innovation.

39. Support for TNAs is eligible for SIDS and LDCs in GEF-7 from the set-aside resources.

Collaboration between the GEF focal points and the National Designated Entities for technology
development and transfer

40. In the reporting period, the Climate Technology Centre requested from National Designated Entities
(NDEs) information regarding their collaboration with the GEF Operational Focal Points (OFPs) on matters
relating to the development and transfer of climate technologies. In total, 69 NDEs responded to the
survey. Of these respondents, 64 percent noted that they have information regarding the GEF portfolio
in their respective countries. 49 percent of NDEs indicated that they meet regularly with the GEF OFPs
to support coordination at the national level, and of these, half meet at least every three months. Sixty
percent of respondents stated that, as NDEs, they did not participate in the GEF portfolio formulation
exercise in their countries and thus did not effectively contribute to defining the priority sectors for GEF
funding. They suggested that NDEs had much to contribute to climate technology elements in the
portfolio formulation exercises. Finally, the survey responses highlighted that four sub-regional meetings
organized by the Climate Technology Centre and Network (CTCN) provided a good opportunity for NDEs,
GEF OFPs, and Nationally Designated Authorities (NDAs) of the Green Climate Fund (GCF) to meet
and discuss matters of common interest and share their experiences. In the reporting period, for climate
change mitigation, 27 projects with technology transfer objectives were approved with $108 million in
GEF funding and $402.9 million in co-financing. For climate change adaptation, eight projects to promote
technologies for adaptation were approved with $48 million from the LDCF and $1.1 million from the
SCCF, and $177.9 million of co-financing.

Utilization of the System for Transparent Allocation of Resources for piloting the implementation of
the technology needs assessment results

41. Under the GEF-6 Programming Directions, support to TNAs for SIDS and LDCs was provided through
set-aside resources, while TNAs for other countries were supported using GEF-6 STAR allocations. In the
reporting period, no national TNA project proposals were received.

Reporting on steps taken to implement COP guidance

42. The GEF has taken steps to implement the guidance, as highlighted in this section and described further
in its report to the COP.
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E. Sixth review of the Financial Mechanism (Decision 11/CP.23)

COP guidance

43. In Decision 8/CP23, paragraph 2, the COP took note of the efforts made by the operating entities of
the Financial Mechanism to enhance complementarity and coherence between them and between the
operating entities and other sources of investment and financial flows.

44. In Decision 8/CP23, paragraph 3, the COP requested that the operating entities of the Financial
Mechanism continue to enhance complementarity and coherence.

GEF response

Complementarity and coherence between the operating entities of the Financial Mechanism

45. The GEF continues to work closely with the GCF to enhance complementarity and coherence.

46. In the reporting period, efforts to enhance complementarity with the GCF have continued, in response
to COP guidance. The GEF and GCF Secretariats organized their first joint side event at COP 23 (16
November 2017) on “Strengthening Collaboration to Support Countries in Implementing the Paris
Agreement,” co-chaired by the GEF Chief Executive Officer/Chairperson and the GCF Executive Director.
The GEF Secretariat also hosted a delegation from the GCF Secretariat in Washington, DC for the GCF-
GEF Technical Workshop on 7 February 2018 to further advance the action plan. Technical staff from both
Secretariats agreed on a list of nine next steps, details of which can be found in the GEF report to COP
24. The GCF and GEF secretariats also participate in a joint programming pilot exercise with interested
developing countries, as appropriate. The GCF and GEF secretariats further co-organized the “Informal
Ministerial Dialogue on GCF and GEF Coordinated Engagement” on 26 June 2018 at the Sixth GEF
Assembly in Da Nang, Viet Nam, to discuss coordinated national engagements and enhancing linkages
and synergies between GEF and GCF projects.

F. Review of the effective implementation of the Climate Technology
Centre and Network (Decision 14/CP.23)

COP guidance

47. In Decision 14/CP23, paragraph 2, the COP welcomed with appreciation the support provided by Parties
and the GEF, and the financial and in-kind contributions from UNEP, UNIDO and other consortium
partners of the CTCN in supporting the operationalization and activities of the CTCN.

GEF response

48. The above guidance is noted.
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G. Enhancing climate technology development and transfer through the
Technology Mechanism (Decision 15/CP.23)

COP guidance

49. In Decision 15/CP23, paragraph 16, the COP welcomed the engagement of the CTCN with the GEF
and multilateral development banks regarding collaborative activities, including the implementation of
technical assistance requests with scalable investment potential.

GEF response

50. The above guidance is noted.

H. Fourth review of the implementation of the framework for capacity-
building in countries with economies in transition (Decision 17/CP.23)

COP guidance

51. In Decision 17/CP23, paragraph 1, the COP recognized that:...(b) Parties included in Annex | to the
Convention and the GEF, within its mandate, have provided adequate resources and assistance for
the implementation of the framework for capacity-building in countries with economies in transition
established under decision 3/CP.7.

52. In Decision 17/CP23, paragraph 3, the COP invited Parties included in Annex Il to the Convention
and other Parties in a position to do so, the GEF, multilateral and bilateral agencies, international
organizations, multilateral development banks, international financial institutions and the private sector,
or any further arrangements, as appropriate and within their mandates, to continue to provide support for
capacity-building activities in countries with economies in transition that are currently receiving support.

GEF response

53. The GEF continues to provide support for capacity-building activities in countries with economies in
transition that are currently receiving support, including through regular projects and programs, as well
as for NCs, BURs, and CBIT. In the reporting period, the GEF approved two projects in Belarus and two
projects in Ukraine, including: $1.0 million for capacity building for emissions trading and strengthened
Measurement, Reporting, and Verification in Belarus; $0.9 million for preparation of the Seventh NC on
the Implementation of the UNFCCC and the Third BUR in Belarus; $1.7 million for the Global Cleantech
Innovation Programme for small and medium-sized enterprises in Ukraine; and $2.0 million for the
integrated natural resources management in degraded landscapes in the forest-steppe and steppe zones
in Ukraine.
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|. SBI 47 Conclusions on Matters relating to the least developed countries

SBI conclusions

54. In the SBI 47 Conclusions on Agenda item 10, paragraph 57, the SBI noted with appreciation the financial
pledge of EUR 50 million made by Germany to the Least Developed Countries Fund and urged additional
contributions to the fund.

GEF response

55. The GEF appreciates the continued strong support from Germany to the LDCF.

J. SBI 47 Conclusions on National Adaptation Plans

SBI conclusions

56. In the SBI 47 Conclusions on Agenda item 11, paragraph 65, the SBI noted the approval, as of 30 October
2017, by the GCF of 10 out of 38 funding proposals through the GCF Readiness and Preparatory Support
Programme to support the formulation of National Adaptation Plans (NAPs), as well as the approval by the
GEF of funding proposals from four countries to support the process to formulate and implement NAPs.

GEF response

57. The GEF continues to support projects for NAP formulation and implementation, as included in the newly
approved GEF Programming Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change for the LDCF and the SCCF
(2018-2022).

K. SBI 47 Conclusions on Poznan Strategic Programme on
Technology Transfer

SBI conclusions

58. In the SBI 47 Conclusions on Agenda item 14(b), paragraph 86, the SBI welcomed the report of the GEF,
including the information on progress in relation to the Poznan Strategic Programme on Technology
Transfer (PSP) and related challenges and lessons learned.

59. In the SBI 47 Conclusions on Agenda item 14(b), paragraph 91, the SBI welcomed the midterm evaluations
of the pilot projects of the fourth replenishment of the GEF included in the report referred to in paragraph
86 above. It reiterated its encouragement to the GEF to share the midterm evaluations of the PSP climate
technology transfer and finance centres and the aforementioned pilot projects as soon as available in
order to the Technology Executive Committee (TEC) to update the evaluation report on the PSP.
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GEF response

60. The GEF will continue to share midterm evaluations of the PSP climate technology transfer and finance
centres and the pilot projects.

L. SBSTA 47 Conclusions on Research and systematic observation

SBSTA conclusions

61. Inthe SBSTA 47 Conclusions on Agenda item 8, Paragraph 55, recalling its conclusions from SBSTA 45,
the SBSTA.....(c) Encouraged Parties and relevant organizations to take advantage of support available via
the operating entities of the Financial Mechanism as well as other relevant organizations and channels,
as appropriate, to support the Global Climate Observation System regional workshops and projects
identified in the resulting implementation plans.

GEF response

62. The above guidance is noted.

M.SBI 48 Conclusions on Matters relating to least developed countries

SBI conclusions

63. In the SBI 48 conclusions on Agenda Item 12, paragraph 4 of the draft decision on the Least Developed
Countries Work Programme, the SBI noted that support for the work programme should come from a
variety of sources, including the Least Developed Countries Fund, the Global Environment Facility, the
Green Climate Fund, and other bilateral and multilateral sources within their respective mandates, and the
private sector, as appropriate.

GEF response

64. The GEF, in particular the LDCF, stands ready to continue to support the LDC work programme, as
reflected in the new GEF Programming Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change for the LDCF and the
SCCF (2018-2022).

N. SBI 48 Conclusions on Review of the effective implementation of the
Climate Technology Centre and Network

SBI conclusions

65. In the SBI 48 conclusions on Agenda ltem 14(b), paragraph 4 of the draft decision on the Review of the
Climate Technology Centre and Network, the SBI also invited the operating entities of the Financial
Mechanism to consider implementing the relevant recommendations referred to in paragraph 1 when
implementing their further activities relevant to the work of the Climate Technology Centre and Network.
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GEF response

66. The GEF has been implementing the recommendations, including, inter alia, by building stronger linkages
with the CTCN and the GCF.

O.SBI 48 Conclusions on ways of enhancing the implementation of educa-
tion, training, public awareness, public participation and public access to
information so as to enhance actions under the Paris Agreement

SBI conclusions

67. In the SBI 48 conclusions on Agenda item 18, paragraph 11 of the draft decision on the ways of enhancing
the implementation of education, training, public awareness, public participation and public access to
information so as to enhance actions under the Paris Agreement, the SBI invited Parties, multilateral
and bilateral institutions, private sector and other potential sources to support activities related to the
implementation of Article 12 of the Paris Agreement.

GEF response

68. The GEF provides support to enhance climate change education, training, public awareness, public
participation and public access to information relating to the implementation of Article 12 of the Paris
Agreement through its regular projects and programs, in line with its mandate.
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Il. COP 22 Decisions and GEF Responses

1. The twenty-second session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 22) was held from 7-18 November 2016, in
Marrakech, Morocco. With entry into force of the Paris Agreement on 4 November 2016, the first meeting of
the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to this Agreement (CMA) was also held in
Marrakech. Parties welcomed the GEF Council decisions to establish the CBIT Trust Fund, and to ensure that
CBIT support will be included in the GEF's seventh replenishment period (GEF-7) (July 2018 to June 2022),
complementing existing GEF support.

2. COP 22 provided specific guidance to the GEF on key topics, including: GEF participation in UNFCCC
committees and constituted bodies, such as the Paris Committee on Capacity Building (PCCB), support for
National Adaptation Plans (NAPs), and the CBIT. Conclusions from the Subsidiary Bodies for Implementation
(SBI) 45%/46™* sessions also contain matters of relevance for the GEF.

3. The reporting period is GEF fiscal year (FY) 2017, from 1 July 2016 to 30 June 2017.

A. Paris Committee on Capacity-building (Decision 2/CP.22)

4. In Decision 2/CP.22, "Paris Committee on Capacity-building”, paragraph 3, Annex ‘Terms of reference for the
Paris Committee on Capacity-building’, the COP invited six representatives from bodies established under
the Convention and from the operating entities of the Financial Mechanism to participate in all the meetings
of the PCCB in line with the annual theme of the Committee.

GEF response

5. The GEF participated in the first meeting of the PCCB held in Bonn, Germany in May 2017. A GEF
representative gave a presentation on the GEF experiences in supporting capacity-building, and provided
inputs on previous COP guidance on matters relating to capacity-building.” The GEF will participate in future
PCCB meetings, as requested.

B. Review and Report of the Adaptation Committee (Decision 5/CP.22)

COP 22 guidance

6. In Decision 5/CP.22, paragraph 3, the COP noted with appreciation the ongoing and planned collaboration
between the Adaptation Committee (AC) and other constituted bodies and institutional arrangements under
the Convention, including the Least Developed Countries Expert Group (LEG), the Nairobi work programme
on impacts, vulnerability and adaptation to climate change, the Technology Executive Committee (TEC), the

4 SBI45was held from 7-14 November 2016 in Bab Ighli, Marrakech, Morocco. SBI 46 was held from 8-18 May 2017 in Bonn, Germany.
5  http://unfccc.int/cooperation_and_support/capacity_building/items/10260.php
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Standing Committee on Finance, the Executive Committee of the Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss
and Damage associated with Climate Change Impacts, the Adaptation Fund, the GEF, the Green Climate
Fund (GCF), the Climate Technology Centre and Network (CTCN) and the PCCB, in order to enhance the
process to formulate and implement NAPs and National Adaptation Programmes of Action (NAPAs), the
implementation of the relevant mandates contained in decision 1/CP.21 and access by developing country
Parties to adaptation finance, in particular from the GCF, as appropriate.

GEF response

7. The GEF will continue to collaborate with the AC and other constituted bodies and institutional
arrangements under the Convention.

C. National Adaptation Plans (Decision 6/CP.22)

COP 22 guidance

8. In Decision 6/CP.22, paragraph 8, the COP welcomed the support provided by the GEF for the process to
formulate and implement NAPs.

9. In Decision 6/CP.22, paragraph 9, the COP noted with concern that 12 funding proposals seeking to support
elements of countries’ work in the process to formulate and implement NAPs were technically cleared by
the GEF but, as at 10 November 2016, were awaiting funding under the Least Developed Countries Fund
(LDCF).

10. In Decision 6/CP.22, paragraph 10, the COP encouraged developed country Parties to contribute to the
LDCF and the Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF) and invited additional voluntary financial contributions
to the LDCF, the SCCF, and other funds under the Financial Mechanism, as appropriate, recognizing the
importance of the process to formulate and implement NAPs.

GEF response

11. The GEF, through the LDCF, has processed 22 climate change adaptation projects for approval since
COP 22, with a total LDCF funding amount of $158.3 million and mobilizing an additional $550.1 million
in indicative co-financing. Projects are in Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Chad, Guinea, Haiti, Kiribati,
Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, Mauritania, Nepal, Niger, Solomon Islands, South Sudan, Tuvalu, Uganda, and
Vanuatu. Several of these projects are entirely or partly dedicated to supporting NAP processes.

12. In the reporting period, five donor countries and one sub-national contributor to the LDCF and SCCF made
additional pledges totaling $38.2 million.

D. Report of the GEF to the Conference of the Parties and guidance
(Decision 11/CP.22)

13. The COP, recalling Decision 8/CP21, welcoming the report of the GEF to the COP and its addenda reports,
including on the technical review of the program priorities of the LDCF, noting the draft decision on the
guidance to the GEF prepared by the Standing Committee on Finance (SCF), as contained in its report to
the COP, and the SCF 2016 biennial assessment and overview of climate finance flows as context for the
provision of the following guidance:
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COP 22 guidance

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

In Decision 11/CP.22, paragraph 1, the COP emphasized the need for the GEF to consider lessons learned
from past replenishment periods and to take into account the entry into force of the Paris Agreement in its
deliberations on the strategy for the seventh replenishment of the Global Environment Facility Trust Fund
(GEFTF) in order to continue to increase the effectiveness of its operations.

In Decision 11/CP22, paragraph 2, the COP called upon developed country Parties, and invited other Parties
that make voluntary financial contributions to the GEF, to ensure a robust seventh replenishment, in order to
assist in providing adequate and predictable funding taking into consideration the Paris Agreement.

In Decision 11/CP22, paragraph 3, the COP requested the GEF, as an operating entity of the Financial
Mechanism of the Convention, in its seventh replenishment programming, to continue to assist developing
countries, in particular the least developed countries (LDCs) and small island developing States (SIDS), in
accessing resources in an efficient manner.

In Decision 11/CP.22, paragraph 4, the COP also requested the GEF, as appropriate, to ensure that its
policies and procedures related to the consideration and review of funding proposals be duly followed in an
efficient manner.

In Decision 11/CP.22, paragraph 5, the COP took note of the projected shortfall of resources from the sixth
replenishment of the GEF due to exchange rate movements, and the decision of the Council of the GEF on
item 6 on the agenda of the 51% meeting of the Council.

In Decision 11/CP22, paragraph 6, the COP requested the GEF to continue its efforts, as appropriate and as
needed, to minimize the potential consequences of the projected shortfall referred to in paragraph 5 above
for its support to developing countries, aiming to fulfil the relevant programming directions of the sixth
replenishment of the GEF.

In Decision 11/CP.22, paragraph 7, the COP also welcomed the pledges made by several countries
to make voluntary contributions to the CBIT and the signing of the first contribution agreement by a
country and encouraged others that have pledged to make voluntary contributions to finalize their
contribution agreements.

In Decision 11/CP22, paragraph 8, the COP requested the GEF, as an operating entity of the Financial
Mechanism of the Convention, to continue providing in its annual reports, inter alia, information on the
establishment and operation of the CBIT, including its programming and implementation modalities, on the
voluntary contributions pledged and provided, and on the implementation of Decision 9/CP.18.

In Decision 11/CP.22, paragraph 9, the COP welcomed the GEF's continued engagement and
coordination with the CTCN through the Poznan Strategic Programme on Technology Transfer and
the regional technology transfer and financing centres, as well as actions taken by the GEF in response
to the recommendations by the TEC following the evaluation of the Poznan Strategic Programme on
Technology Transfer.

In Decision 11/CP.22, paragraph 10, the COP urged the GEF and recipient countries to continue exploring
with the CTCN ways to support climate technology-related projects through country allocations of the sixth
replenishment of the GEF.

In Decision 11/CP22, paragraph 11, the COP requested the GEF, as an operating entity of the Financial

Mechanism of the Convention, to take into consideration climate risks in all its programmes and operations,
as appropriate, keeping in mind lessons learned and best practices.
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25. In Decision 11/CP.22, paragraph 12, the COP encouraged the GEF to continue its efforts to encourage
countries to align, as appropriate, their GEF programming with priorities as identified in their Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs), where they exist, during the seventh replenishment, and to continue to
promote synergies across its focal areas.

26. In Decision 11/CP.22, paragraph 13, the COP welcomed the conclusions of the “Program evaluation of the
LDCF" by the GEF's IEO.

27. In Decision 11/CP.22, paragraph 14, the COP requested the GEF, as the operating entity of the Financial
Mechanism of the Convention entrusted with the operation of the LDCF, to continue to enhance capacity
development in the LDCs for the development of project proposals with a focus on identifying potential
funding sources, both national and international, and enhancing long-term domestic institutional capacities.

28. In Decision 11/CP.22, paragraph 15, the COP encouraged the GEF to continue to track, review and report on
the sustainability of project outcomes from the LDCF and the SCCF.

29. In Decision 11/CP.22, paragraph 16, the COP welcomed the initial assessment of the accreditation pilot and
noted its conclusions.

30. In Decision 11/CP22, paragraph 17, the COP requested the GEF, as an operating entity of the Financial
Mechanism of the Convention, in light of the entry into force of the Paris Agreement, to continue
streamlining project approval processes and providing enhanced support, including enabling activities, to
developing country Parties, including the LDCs and SIDS, as appropriate, in the context of national climate
strategies and plans.

31. In Decision 11/CP.22, paragraph 18, the COP welcomed the successful roll-out of the non-grant instrument
pilot and encouraged further expansion of the pilot with a view to increasing the leverage and impact of
GEF financing.

32. In Decision 11/CP22, paragraph 19, the COP also requested the GEF to include in its annual report to the
COP information on the steps that it has taken to implement the guidance provided to it in this decision.

GEF response

Lessons learned for GEF-7

33. The GEF is committed to serve the Paris Agreement as its financial mechanism, and to fulfil its role as an
operating entity of the Financial Mechanism of the UNFCCC. In its GEF-7 strategy development process,
the GEF is taking into account relevant evaluations conducted by the Independent Evaluation Office (IEO),
such as the Climate Change Focal Area study, and other analyses. The ongoing Sixth Review of the Financial
Mechanism is also expected to provide information on the GEF's effectiveness. Various stakeholders,
including UNFCCC Secretariat representatives, have been engaged in the replenishment process and
have provided input and suggestions to refine the programming directions and policy. The GEF Secretariat
has also proposed, through the draft Programming Directions for GEF-7, to allocate an adequate and
predictable resource flow towards the implementation of the Paris Agreement, to be deliberated further in
the replenishment process. The GEF will provide further information on the replenishment negotiations as
they evolve.

Assisting LDCs and SIDS

34. The GEF Secretariat has proposed, through the draft Programming Directions for GEF-7, to continue to
assist developing countries, in particular LDCs and SIDS, in accessing resources in an efficient manner,
specifics of which will be deliberated further in the replenishment process. The GEF will provide further
information on the replenishment process as it evolves.
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Policies and procedures on review

35.

The GEF is ensuring, through its regular due diligence processes and strong governance model, that its
policies and procedures relating to the consideration and review of funding proposals be duly followed in an
efficient manner.

Minimizing shortfall consequences

36.

The GEF has been working on an ongoing basis to minimize potential consequences of the projected
shortfall referred to in paragraph 5 of Decision 11/CP.22. The Work Program presented to the Council for
decision at its 52" meeting in May 2017 reflects this consideration, aiming to maintain the balance among
the original allocations in the GEF-6 replenishment decision, assisting LDCs and SIDS in accessing resources
and supporting core obligations to the conventions for which the GEF is a/the financial mechanism.

CBIT

37.

The GEF appreciates the COP acknowledgement of GEF efforts in timely establishment and
operationalization of the CBIT. The CBIT has been included in the draft GEF-7 Programming Directions
document, to be deliberated further during the replenishment process.

38. Information on these matters is provided in Part Il, Section 3 of the GEF Report to COP 23.
CTCN
39. The GEF has continued exploring with the CTCN the support to climate technology-related projects through

the System for Transparent Allocation of Resource (STAR) country allocations of GEF-6. The GEF Secretariat
actively participated in workshops with the CTCN, as well as the 14" meeting of the TEC in March 2017, and
provided further information on GEF-6 programming to interested Parties, as appropriate.

Climate risk

40.

The GEF Agencies, Secretariat and the Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel (STAP) are working to ensure
that climate-related risks are considered in the design and review of all GEF-financed projects and programs.
Nevertheless, as recognized in the proposed Policy Agenda for GEF-7, a more systematic approach that
builds on best available risk information is needed.® The GEF Secretariat, in consultation with GEF Agencies,
is reviewing the ways in which the GEF could improve the consideration of climate change and natural
disaster risks for the successful implementation and sustainability of all GEF-financed projects and programs.
This work will be carried out in conjunction with the review and update of the GEF's minimum standards on
environmental and social safeguards, requested by the GEF Council at its 52" meeting in May 20177

NDCs

41.

The GEF has proposed to include NDCs and synergies across focal areas in the draft GEF-7 Programming
Directions, to be deliberated further during the replenishment process. The GEF will provide further
information on this process as it evolves.

Capacity development for LDCs

42.

6

7

The GEF has been consulting with the Chair of the LDC Group and other relevant stakeholders to ensure the
guidance is implemented in its agreed form.

GEF/R.7/02, GEF-7 Programming Directions and Policy Agenda (https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/council-meeting-
documents/GEF-7%20Programming%20and%20Policy%20Document%20.pdf)

Joint Summary of the Chairs: 52" GEF Council Meeting, 23-25 May 2017.
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Sustainability

43. The GEF Secretariat has been consulting with the GEF's IEO on the tracking of sustainability of project
outcomes under the LDCF and the SCCF and continues to track the sustainability of project outcomes from
the LDCF and the SCCF.

Streamlining project approval processes and providing enhanced support

44. The GEF has continued to provide funding for enabling activities in a streamlined fashion, in the context of
national climate strategies and plans. The GEF is working to reflect this guidance in GEF-7 as well.

Non-grant instrument pilot

45. The GEF Secretariat has proposed to further expand the non-grant instrument pilot with a view to increasing
the leverage and impact of GEF financing, in the draft Programming Directions for GEF-7, to be deliberated
further during the replenishment process. The GEF will provide further information on this process as
it evolves.

Reporting on steps taken to implement COP guidance

46. The GEF has included in this report further information on the steps taken to implement the guidance
provided to it in Decision 11/CP.22.

E. Sixth review of the Financial Mechanism (Decision 12/CP.22)

COP 22 guidance

47. In Decision 12/CP.22, [...] recognizing that the review of the Financial Mechanism should inform the
replenishment processes of the operating entities of the Financial Mechanism [...]

GEF response

48. The review of the Financial Mechanism will be used to inform the seventh replenishment of the GEF.

F. Linkages between the Technology Mechanism and the Financial
Mechanism of the Convention (Decision 14/CP.22)

COP 22 guidance

49. In Decision 14/CP.22, paragraph 1, the COP welcomed with appreciation the progress made by the TEC, the
CTCN and the operating entities of the Financial Mechanism in further elaborating the linkages between the
Technology Mechanism and the Financial Mechanism, including through an in-session workshop.

50. In Decision 14/CP.22, paragraph 8, the COP encouraged the TEC, the CTCN and the operating entities of
the Financial Mechanism to enhance the involvement of relevant stakeholders as they undertake actions to
strengthen the linkages between the Technology Mechanism and the Financial Mechanism.

51. In Decision 14/CP22, paragraph 9, the COP invited the TEC, the CTCN, and the operating entities of the
Financial Mechanism to provide information on their actions in strengthening the linkages between the
Technology Mechanism and the Financial Mechanism in their annual reports to the COP for guidance on
further actions if needed.
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GEF response

52. The GEF organized a side event® during the SB 46 sessions in May 2017, and invited stakeholders of the
Poznan Strategic Programme on Technology Transfer, as well as TEC members, to share innovative financing
tools and prioritize activities to enhance technology transfer. The GEF also organized a meeting among the
CTCN and implementing agencies (regional development banks) of the Poznan Strategic Programme to
enhance their collaborative activities on the margins of the 524 meeting of the GEF Council in May 2017.

53. Information on strengthening the linkages between the Technology Mechanism and the Financial
Mechanism is included in the GEF Report to COP 23, including, inter alia, as it relates to GEF support for
the CTCN.

G. Enhancing climate technology development and transfer through the
Technology Mechanism (Decision 15/CP.22)

COP 22 guidance

54. In Decision 15/CP.22, paragraph 12, the COP encouraged the GEF and the Climate Technology Centre
and Network to enhance their collaboration with respect to exploring new ways of supporting climate
technology-related requests for technical assistance.

55. In Decision 15/CP.22, paragraph 13, the COP underlined the importance of well-functioning and
strengthened collaboration between the national designated authorities for the GCF, the focal points for the
GEF, and the national designated entities for technology development and transfer.

GEF response

56. The GEF Secretariat met with the CTCN on the margins of the SB 46 meeting in May 2017 to share the
current status of the project to support the CTCN and exchange information on emerging opportunities
to respond to requests from developing countries taking into account country-drivenness and alignment
with NDCs.

H. Gender and climate change (Decision 21/CP.22)

SBI 43 conclusions

57. In Decision 15/CP.22, paragraph 21, the COP requested the Financial Mechanism and its operating
entities to include in their respective annual reports to the COP information on the integration of gender
considerations into all aspects of their work.

GEF response

58. The GEF's Policy on Gender Mainstreaming was approved in 2011. In 2014, the GEF Council also approved
the Gender Equality Action Plan (GEAP) to support the implementation of the Policy on Gender and to
enhance gender mainstreaming across the GEF's operations and governance. Furthermore, the GEF

8  http://www.thegef.org/events/bonn-climate-change-conference
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Secretariat established the GEF Gender Partnership (GGP) to serve as an ongoing platform for consultation
and space to exchange information, share lessons learned and collaborate on other GEAP work products
and events. The GGP is now formally operational with active participation of gender focal points from

each GEF Agency, secretariats of the conventions, and representatives of the GEF Network of Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs), the GEF Indigenous Peoples Advisory Group (IPAG) and other key partners. Further
information on the GEF's efforts and initial results in integrating gender considerations into all aspects of its
work is provided in the GEF's Report to the 23 Session of the COP to the UNFCCC.?

l. Report of the Adaptation Fund Board (Decision 2/CMP.12)"°

CMP 12 guidance

59. In Decision 2/CMP.12, paragraph 2, the CMP decided to renew the interim institutional arrangements with
the GEF as the interim secretariat of the Adaptation Fund Board for an additional three years, from 30 May
2017 to 30 May 2020.

GEF response

60. Noted.

J. SBI 45 Conclusions on Provision of financial and technical support

61. In the SBI 45 conclusion on Agenda Item 4c, paragraph 30, the SBI welcomed the information provided
by the GEF" in its report to COP 22 on: (a) The establishment of the CBIT, including its programming
and implementation modalities, and the voluntary contributions pledged by several countries; (b) The
financial support provided for the preparation of national communication (NCs) and biennial update
reports (BURs) by non-Annex | Parties; (c) the Global Support Programme (GSP) for Preparation of NCs and
BURs by non-Annex | Parties, especially regarding the development and implementation of the 2016 work
programme thereof.

62. The SBI noted with appreciation the successful efforts of the GEF to take swift action in the establishment
of the