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A weekly update on the GEF Program Management 
 

 
 
 

Contacts 
- GEF Secretariat Staff 
- GEF Agencies 
- GEF Trustee Convention Secretariats 

 
 

Calendar 
 

-   Council Meeting Schedules 
-   GEFOP Meeting Schedules 

 
 
 
 

 
Communications 

 

-  Project Concepts, Proposals, Draft Documents Received 
-   Proj ect Clearances, Approvals, Endorsements and Other Comments 
-   Introducing new staff to the GEFSEC 
-  Announcements 



Naoko Ishii 
Chief Executive Officer and Chairperson 

nishii@thegef.org 
 

 
 

Front Office
Andre Laperriere 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
alaperriere@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 2464 

Claus Pram Astrup 
Senior Operations Officer 
castrup@theworldbank.org 
+ 1 202 478 7270 

Elif Kiratli  
Special Assistant 
ekiratli@theworldbank.org 
+202-458-2006 

Marie-Constance Manuella Koukoui 
Senior Program Assistant/ 
Executive Assistant for CEO 
mkoukoui@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 9682 

Julienne Kouame 
Senior Program Assistant/ Human Resources 
Liaison 
jkouame@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 8736 

Beatrice B. Owolabi-Jokoh
Resource Management Officer 
bowolabi@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 4215 

John Clyde 
Office Manager 
jclyde@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 5098 

 

Mailing Address:
GEF Secretariat 

1818 H Street, NW, MSN P4-400 
Washington, D.C. 20433 

+1 202 473 0508; Fax: +1 202 522 3240/3245 



EXTERNAL RELATIONS 
 

William Ehlers 
Head, External Relations 

wehlers@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 9436 

 
Communications and Media

John Diamond 
Senior Communications Specialist/ 
Media Spokesperson 
jdia mond@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 7953 

Christian Hofer 
Senior Communications Officer 
chofer@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 0936 

Patrizia Cocca 
Communications Officer and KM Coordinator 
pcocca@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 0234 

 

Country Relations
Henry Salazar 
Senior Country Relations Officer 
Latin America and the Caribbean/East Europe and 
Central Asia 
hsalazar@thegef.org 

Susan Waithaka 
Country Relations Officer 
Sub-Saharan Africa 
swaithaka@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 5457 

Minna Maria Kononen 
Country Relations Officer 
South/East Asia and The Pacific 
mkononen@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 9402 

Abeer Mohammed Abdul Kal Al Dagestani
Country Relations Officer – MENA Region 
aadagestani@worldbank.org 
+1 202 473 2994 

Robert Schreiber 
Senior Program Assistant 
rschreiber@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 0288 

Camila Perez Gabilondo
Junior Professional Associate 
mperezgabilondo@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 0895 

Christina Bogyo 
Senior Program Assistant 
cbogyo@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 6974 

Oreste Pedro Maia Andrade Junior 
Country Support Program Officer 
omaiaandradejr@thegef.org 
+1 202 478 9387 

Capacity Development/Civil Society
Pilar Barrera 
Operations Officer 
Civil Society Relations and Capacity Development 
pbarrera@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 9891 

Regine Mpoyi
Program Assistant 
rmpoyi@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 2754 



CORPORATE OPERATIONS, POLICIES AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 
 

Ramesh Ramankutty 
Head, Corporate Operations and Financial Services 

rramankutty@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 2725 

 
Operations, Budget and Finance

Lily Uy Hale 
Senior Operations Officer 
lhale@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 0735 

Ramon Prudencio C de Mesa 
Operations Officer 
rmesa@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 9285 

Quynh Xuan Thi Phan 
Financial Officer 
qphan1@worlbank.org 
+1 202 458 4760 

Akila Nazneen
Financial Assistant 
anazneen@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 1760 

Amanda Olesia Adams 
Program Assistant 
aadams@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 9878 

 

Management Information System
Deepak Kataria 
Senior Business Solutions Officer 
dkataria@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 3881 

Lesly Rigaud 
Client Technologies Officer 
lrigaud@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 3881 

Juman Byun 
Business Solutions Officer 
jbyun@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 7987 

Bjoern Buesing
Operations Analyst 
bbuesing@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 9806 

Policy and Strategy Development
Andrew Velthaus 
Senior Policy Officer & Biodiversity Specialist 
Avelthaus@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 9073 

Yasemin Biro Kirtman 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
yb iro@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 1550 

Sonja Sabita Teelucksingh 
Environmental Specialist 
steelucksingh@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 4004 

Seo-Jeong Yoon
Policy Officer 
syoon@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 7832 

Results-Based Management
Omid Parhizkar 
Operations Analyst 
oparhizkar@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 5506 

 



NATURAL RESO URCES 
 

Gustavo Fonseca  
Head, Natural Resources 

gfonseca1@thegef.org  
+ 1 202 458 4818 

 
Regional Coordinators and Point Staff  

 
Africa (Sub-Saharan) and Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
Mohamed Imam Bakarr 
Senior Environmental Specialist and Regional 
Coordinator (Land Degradation) 
mbakarr@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 8890 

Jaime Cavelier 
Senior Biodiversity Specialist 
(Biodiversity/Biosafety/ABS) 
jcavelier@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 4886 

Jean-Marc Sinnassamy 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
(Land Degradation/SFM) 
jsinnassamy@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 8060 

Charlotte Gobin
Senior Environmental Specialist 
(Biodiversity) 
cgobin@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 5843 

Astrid Hillers 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
International Waters ( Africa) 
ahillers@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 8173 

Nhu Quynh Phan 
Program Assistant (Region-wide) 
nphan@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 4236 

Shakil Kayani 
Program Assistant (MENA) 
skayani@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 4680 

 

Europe/Central Asia/South Asia and East Asia
Yoko Watanabe 
Senior Biodiversity Specialist and Regional 
Coordinator (Biodiversity) 
ywatanabe@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 9847 

Ulrich Apel
Senior Environmental Specialist 
(Land Degradation/SFM/REDD+) 
uapel@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 2573 

Kettly Denis 
Program Assistant (Region-wide) 
Kdenis@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 0825 

 

Indo-Malay/Pacific 
Nicole Glineur 
Senior Environmental Specialist and Regional 
Coordinator for Biodiversity/International 
Waters 
nglineur@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 2512 

Charlotte Gobin 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
(Biodiversity) 
cgobin@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 5843 



 

Jean-Marc Sinnassamy 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
(Land Degradation/SFM) 
jsinnassamy@ thegef.org 
+1 202 458 8060 

Kathryn Cherrie
Program Assistant (Region-wide) 
kcherrie@ thegef.org 
+1 202 458 1460 

Latin America and the Caribbean 
Mark Zims ky 
Senior Biodiversity Specialist and Regional 
Coordinator for Biodiversity 
mzi msk y@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 7855 

Gustavo Fonseca 
Team Leader, Natural Resources 
(Biodiversity) 
Gfonseca1@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 4818 

Christian Severin 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
(International Waters) 
cseverin@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 2001 

Ian Gray
Senior Environmental Specialist 
(SFM/REDD+) 
igra y@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 8718 

Kathryn Cherrie 
Program Assistant (Region-wide) 
kcherrie@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 1460 

 

 

FOCAL AREA CLUSTER COORDINATORS AND EXPERTS 
 

Biodiversity Cluster 
Mark Zims ky 
Senior Biodiversity Specialist and Cluster 
Coordinator (Biodiversity) 
mzi msk y@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 7855 

Jaime Cavelier 
Senior Biodiversity Specialist 
jcavelier@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 4886 

Nicole Glineur 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
nglineur@ thegef.org 
+1 202 473 2512 

Charlotte Gobin
Senior Environmental Specialist 
cgobin@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 5843 

Yoko Watanabe 
Senior Biodiversity Specialist 
ywatanabe@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 9847 

Sarah Wyatt
Junior Professional Associate 
swyatt@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 0534 

International Waters Cluster 
Astrid Hillers 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
ahillers@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 8173 

Christian Severin
Senior Environmental Specialist 
cseverin@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 2001 

Nicole Glineur 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
nglineur@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 2512 

Lea Karrer 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
lkarrer@thegef.org 
 

Steffen Hansen 
Junior Professional Officer 
shansen@thegef.org 
 +1 202 458 8796 

 



  
Land Degradation Cluster

Mohamed Imam Bakarr 
Senior Environmental Specialist and Cluster 
Coordinator 
mbakarr@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 8890 

Ulrich Apel 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
uapel@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 2573 

Jean-Marc Sinnassamy 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
jsinnassamy@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 8060 

Andrew Chilombo 
ET Temporary  
achilombo@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 9890 

Sustainable Forest Management/REDD+ Cluster
Ian Gray 
Senior Environmental Specialist and Cluster 
Coordinator 
igray@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 8718 

Ulrich Apel 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
uapel@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 2573 

Jean-Marc Sinnassamy 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
jsinnassamy@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 8060 

 





CLIMATE AND CHE M ICALS 
 

Robert K. Dixon 
Head, Climate and Chemicals 

Rdixon1@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 2340 

 
Climate Change Mitigation

Chizuru Aoki 
Cluster Coordinator and Senior Technology 
Transfer  Officer 
caoki@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 6068 

Monica Fernandes 
Senior Program Assistant 
mfernandes@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 9647 

Ming Yang 
Senior Environmental Economist 
(Energy Efficiency) 
myang@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 5707 

Rawleston Moore
Senior Climate Change Specialist 
(Convention Obligations and Enabling Activities, 
jointly with Climate Adaptation) 
rmoore1@thegef.org 
ኺ1 202 473 8231 

David Rodgers 
Senior Energy Specialist 
(Energy Efficiency, Renewable Energy) 
drodgers@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 9869 

Franck Jesus 
Senior Climate Change Specialist 
(Technology Transfer, Land Use, Land-Use Change, 
and Forestry (LULUCF), Sustainable Forest 
Management (SFM) ) 
fjesus@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 9755 

Hiroaki Ta kiguchi 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
(Urban and Transport) 
htakiguchi@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 2789 

Junu Shrestha
Climate Change Specialist 
(LULUCF, SFM) 
jshrestha@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 1663 

Alex Waithera 
Program Analyst 
(Renewable Energy) 
awaithera@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 5481 

Karan Chouksey 
Junior Professional Associate 
kchouksey@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 1284 

 

 
Climate Change Adaptation

Bonizella Biagini 
Lead Climate Change Specialist and 
Cluster Coordinator 
bbiagin i@th egef.org 
+1 202 458 7506 

Glynis Barber 
Program Assistant 
gbarber@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 9647 

Raw leston Moore 
Senior Climate Change Specialist 
(Convention Obligations and Enabling Activities, 
jointly with Climate Change Mitigation ) 
rmoore1@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 8231 

Saliha Dobardzic
Climate Change Specialist 
sdobardzic@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 5943 

Knut Roland Sundstrom 
Climate Change Specialist 
ksundstrom@ thegef.org 
+1 202 473 7510 

Chibulu Luo
Junior Professional Associate 
cluo@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 9212 



 

 

  
Chemicals

Ibrahima Sow 
Senior Environmental Specialist and 
Cluster Coordinator 
isow@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 2716 

Tigest Tirfe
Program Assistant 
ttirfe@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 9297 

Anil Bruce Sookdeo 
Environmental Specialist 
asookdeo@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 0683 

Evelyn Swain
Environmental Specialist 
eswain@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 1151 



 

EVALUATION OFFICE 
 

Robert van den Berg 
Director, GEF Evaluation Office 

 rvandenberg@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 6078 

 

Aaron Zazueta 
Chief Evaluations Officer 
azazueta@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 6406 

Neeraj Kumar Negi 
Senior Evaluations Officer 
nnegi1@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 2259 

Carlo Carugi 
Senior Evaluations Officer 
ccarugi@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 8154 

Juan Portillo
Senior Operations Officer 
jportillo@worlbank.org 
+1 202 473 6056 

Anna Viggh 
Senior Evaluations Officer 
aviggh@worlbank.org 
+1 202 4738896 

Baljit Wadhwa
Senior Evaluations Officer 
bwadhwa@worlbank.org 
+1 202 473 0266 

Kseniya Temnenko 
Knowledge Management Officer 
ktemnenko@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 4908 

Sandra Romboli
Evaluation Officer 
sromboli@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 4972 

Jeneen Garcia 
Evaluation Officer 
jgarcia2@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 2719 

David Akana
ET Consultant 
dakana@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 9733 

Francisco Grahammer 
ET Consultant 
fgrahammer@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 4914 

Joshua Schneck
ET Consultant 
jschneck@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 9552 

Ellie George   
Senjor Program Assistant 
ebgeorge@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 2548 

Evelyn Chihuguyu  
Program Assistant 
echihuguyu@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 0654 

Malac Kabir 
ET Temporary 
mkabir4@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 1808 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

ADAPTATION FUND BOARD SECRETARIAT 
 

Marcia Levaggi  
Senior Program Manager   
mlevaggi@thegef.org 

+1 202 473 6390 
 

Adaptation Fund Board Secretariat Staff
Mikko Antti Ollikainen 
Adaptation Officer 
mollikainen@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 8912 

Daouda Ben Oumar Ndiaye 
Adaptation Officer 
dndiaye@thegef.org 
+1 202 473 4611 

Aya Mimura 
Program Assistant 
amimura@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 7347 

Dima Shocair Reda 
Operations Officer 
dreda@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 5184 

Daniel Gallagher 
Junior Professional Associate 
dgallagher@thegef.org 

 



 

GEF DIRECTORY OF ADDRESSEES 
 

GEF Secretariat
GEF Secretariat1

 

Program Coordination Registry 
1818 H Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20433, USA 
gcoordination@thegef.org 

Attn: Mr. Ramesh Ramankutty 
Head, Operations and Business Strategy 
rramankutty@thegef.org 
+1 202 458 2725 

GEF Trustee
International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (The World B ank) Registry 
1818 H Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20433, USA 

Mr. Praveen Desabatla
Team Leader, CFP MI 
pdesabatla@worldbank.org 
+1 202 458 2099 

STAP Secretariat
Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel (STAP) 
Secretariat Registry 
900 17th Street, NW  
Suite 506 
Washington, D.C. 20006, USA 
stapsec@unep.org 

Attn: Dr. Rosina Bierbaum 
STAP Chair 
rbierbau@umich.edu 
Copy to: Mr. Thomas Hammond 
STAP Secretary 
Thomas.hammond@unep.org 
+1 202 621 5021 

Convention Secretariats
UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
413 rue Saint-Jacques, Suite 800 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada H2Y 1 N9 
Secretariat@cbd.int 

Attn: Mr. Braulio F. de Souza Dias 
Executive Secretary 
GEF Contact Person: Mr. Yibin Xiang 
Program Officer 
Y ibin.xiang@cbd.int 
+1 514 288 2220 

UN Framework on Climate Change Convention
(UNFCCC) 
Haus Carstanjen 
Martin Luther King Strasse 8 
53175 Bonn, German y 
secretariat@unfccc.int 

Attn: Ms. Christiana Figueres 
Executive Secretary 
GEF Contact Person: Mr. Yolando Velasco 
Manager, FTC Programme 
gefenabling.activities@unfccc.int 
gefprojects@unfccc.int 
+45228 815 1999 

Stockholms Convention on Persistent Organic
Pollutants 
UNEP International Environment House 1 
11-13 Chemin des Anemones 
1219 Chatelaine, Geneva, Switzerland 
ssc@pops.int 

Attn: Mr. Jim Willis
Executive Secretary 

1.  GEF Focal Point for project related 
activities and the POPs Task Force: 
Ms.Maria Cristina Cardenas,  
Acting Branch Chief,  
Technical Assistance Branch, 
mcardenas@pops.int  
+41 22 9178729 
 

2 .  GEF Focal Point for Policy-related Issues, 
GEF Council and GEF Assembly:  
Mr. Frank Moser,  
Program Officer,  
Convention Operations Branch, 
fmoer@pops.int,  ta@pops.int 
+41 22 917 8951 

 

       

1 GE F Secretariat’ s ph ysical ad dress: Presidential Plaza Building, 900 19th Street, NW, Washingto n, D.C. 20006 



 

 
UN Convention to Combat Desertification 
(UNCCD) 
Hermann-Ehlers Str. 10 
D-53113 Bonn, German y 
secretariat@unccd.int 

 

Attn: Mr. Luc Gnacadja 
Executive Secretary 
GEF Contact Person: Ms. Anja Thust 
Program Officer, FCMI Unit 
athust@unccd.int 
+49 228 815 2828 



 

GEF Agency Secretariats
African Development Bank (AfDB) Registry 
15 Avenue du Ghana 
P.O. Box 323-1002 
Tunis-Belvedere, Tunisia 
Gef_afdb@afdb.org 

Mr. Ignacio Tourino Soto
GEF P rogram Coordinator 
i.tourinosoto@afdb.org 
+216 7110 2533 
 

Copy to:  
Mr. Kurt Lonsway 
Division Manager, Environment  and Climate 
Change 
k.lonsway@afdb.org 
 
Mr. Sebastien Delahaye 
GEF Coordination 
s.delahaye@afdb.org 

Asian Development Bank (ADB) Registry
6 ADB Avenue 
Mandaluyong City 1550 
Metro Manila, Philippines 
adbgef@adb.org 

Attn: Mr. Nessim Ahmad
Director, Environment and Social Safeguards 
And GEF Official Focal Point 
njahmad@adb.org 
 

Copy to: Mr. Bruce Dunn 
ADB/GEF Coordinator 
bdunn@adb.org 
+632 683 1922/ +632 683 1923 

European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) Registry 
One Exchange Square 
London EC2A 2JN, United Kingdom 
ebrdgef@ebrd.com 

Ms. Marta Simonetti-Whitford 
GEF Coordinator and Principal Manager 
simonetm@ebrd.com 
+0044 (0) 20 7338 7259 

United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) Registry 
Viale Dell Terme di Caracalla 
00153 Rome, Italy 
faogef@fao.org 

Ms. Barbara Cooney
GEF Coordinator, Investment Centre Division 
Technical Cooperation Department 
Barbara.cooney@fao.org 
+3906 5705 5478 

Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
Registry 
1300 New York Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20577, USA 
Id b-gef@iadb.org 

Mr. Michael Collins
GEF Coordinator 
michaelc@iadb.org 
+ 1 202 623 2158 
 

Copy to:  Id b-gef@iadb.org 

International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD) Registry 
Via Paolo di Dono, 44 
00142 Rome, Italy 
ECDmailbox@ifad.org 
 

Local Office: 
 

1775 K St., NW, 
Suite 410, Washington, DC 2006 

Attn: Mr. Kevin Cleaver
Assistant President 
Ke vin.cleaver@ifad.org 
 

Copy to:  
Mr. Elwyn Grainger-Jones 
GEF Coordinator 
e.grainger-jones@ifad.org 
+ 39 06 5459 2151 
 

Ms. Sheila Mwanundu  
s.mwanundu@ifad.org 
 

Ms. Aisha Nazario 
a.nazario@ifad.org 



 

GEF Agency Secretariats (contd.)
United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) Registry 
United Nations Avenue 
Gigiri, PO Box 30552 
00100 Nairoibi, Ken ya 
Unepgef@unep.org 
Local Office: 
900 17th Street, NW 
Suite 506, Washington, D.C. 20006 

Ms. Maryam Niamir-Fuller GEF 
Executive Coordinator 
Marya m.nia mir-fuller@unep.org 
+254 20 762166 

United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) Registry 
Vienna International Centre 
PO Box 300 
A-1400 Vienna, Austria 
gef@unido.org 

Mr. Juergen Hierold
GEF Coordinator 
J.Hierold@unido.org 
+43 1 26026 4565 
 

Copy to: Ms. Anya Onysko 
UNIDO Liaison Officer 
g.onysko@unido.org 
+1 43-1-26026 3647 

United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) Registry 
304 East 45th Street 
New York, NY 10017, USA 
undpgef@undp.org 

Attn: Ms. Adriana Dinu 
Officer-in-Charge  
Adriana.dinu@undp.org 
+1 212 906 5143 

International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (The World Bank) Registry 
1818 H Street, NW Washington, 
D.C. 20433, USA 
wbgefoperations@worldbank.org 

Ms. Karin Shepardson
GEF Executive Coordinator 
kshepardson@worldbank.org 
+202 473 8607 
 
Copy to: Ms. Siv Tokle 
Senior Operations Officer 
stokle@worldbank.org 
+1 202 473 6476 

World Wildlife Fund, Inc. (WWF-US)
1250 24th St, NW 
Washington, DC 20037-1193 
WWFGEF@wwfus.org 

Attn: Dr. David McCauley 
Vice President, Multilateral Affairs 
David.McCauley@wwfus.org 
+1-202-495-4159 
  
Copy to: Mr. Hervé Lefeuvre 
Senior Director, GEF Relations and 
GEF Coordinator 
Hervé.Lefeuvre@wwfus.org 
+1-202-459-8533 





SCHEDULE OF FORTHCOMING GEF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
 
 
 

Meetings/Consultations Fall ( Washington, DC) Spring ( Mexico) 
GEF Council Consultations with Civil Society
Organizations 

November 4, 2013 May 25, 2014

GEF Council Meeting November 5 -7, 2013 May 26 - 27, 2014
LDCF/SCCF Council Meeting November 7, 2013 May 27, 2014
GEF Assembly   May 28 – 30, 2014

 
 
 
 
 

Council Work Program for November 2013 
 
 

Events Nov. CWP 
Receipt deadline for new PIF proposals for possible inclusion in the WP August 13 

Deadline for Technical Clearances from PMs/ Deadline for GEFOBS
Clearances 

August 30 

GEFSEC Constitutes WP ( Tentative) September 9
Draft Cover Note to GEFOP September  23
GEFOP Meeting September 26
Posting of Work Program September 30
Receipt of Initial Council Comments October 25 
Council Meeting November 4 -7
Council Approval November  7
Compilation of Council Comments November 21

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kindly find attached below, the link to the November 2013 Work Program Cover Note and the 
Work Program submitted for Council approval. 

 

https://www.thegef.org/gef/meetingdocs/97/1034



Please join us in welcoming to the GEF Secretariat: 
 
 

 
Leah Karrer, Sr. Environmental Specialist, International Waters 

 
Leah Karrer, PhD, US, recently joined the International Waters (IW) 
team. Leah is an international marine conservationist experienced in 
building, advising and implementing large global initiatives. She 
directed the Conservation International Marine Management Area 
Science Program, a partnership-based initiative committed to using 
interdisciplinary science to inform ocean and coastal policy at local to 
global scales with particular emphasis in Brazil, Belize, Ecuador, 
Panama and Fiji.  

Previously, Leah founded and ran the IUCN Global Socioeconomic Monitoring Initiative 
for Coral Reef Managers with regional programs in Southeast Asia, the Caribbean, the 
Pacific and West Indian Ocean.  
 
A coastal social scientist by training, most recently she served as Deputy Chief 
Economist at the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Through these 
experiences, she engaged in various GEF initiatives, including the Large Marine 
Ecosystem Project, the MesoAmerican Barrier Reef System Project and the Targeted 
Reef Research Project.  
 

 
And 

 
 

Seo-Jeong Yoon, Policy Officer 
 

Seo-Jeong Yoon, a South Korean national, joined the OBS team as 
Policy Officer. She worked at IFC Legal Department, served as the 
IFC Policies & Procedures Coordinator as well as the IFC 
Management Team Secretariat.  Additionally, she worked closely 
with the IFC Corporate Governance Department on the corporate 
governance appraisal for investment clients, and with the Bank Group 
Office of Ethics & Business Conduct on the designing of its case 
tracking system.   

Prior to this, within the Bank Group, she has experiences on conflicts of interest cases, 
integrity due diligence including anti-money laundering, operational risk management, 
and the internal employment related grievance system (Internal Justice System).  
 
She earned a LL.M. from the George Washington Law School.   
 
At the GEF, She will be involved in the GEF Policy Framework and the Accreditation 
Program. 



Requests Received from GEF Agencies
 October 21 - 25, 2013

GEF
ID Type Decision Sought Proponent Country Project Title

Date 
Received

IA
ID Program ManagerFocal Area

FAO
4582 MSP CEO MSP Approval FAO Global ABNJ: Strengthening Global 

Capacity to Effectively Manage 
Areas Beyong National Jurisdiction

23-Oct-13Christian SeverinMulti Focal 
Area



GEF
ID Type Decision Sought Proponent Country Project Title

Date 
Received

IA
ID Program ManagerFocal Area

UNDP
5623 EA CEO EA Approval UNDP Iran Iran's First Biennial Update Report 

(FBUR)
21-Oct-135255 Rawleston MooreClimate 

Change

4913 MSP CEO MSP Approval UNDP Ukraine Capacity Development: Integrating 
Rio Convention Provisions into 
Ukraine's National Environmental 
Policy Framework

22-Oct-134478 Maria Del Pilar 
Barrera Rey

Multi Focal 
Area

5592 FP CEO PIF Clearance for 
WPI

UNDP Somalia Enhancing Climate Resilience of 
the Vulnerable Communities and 
Ecosystems in Somalia 

22-Oct-135268 Knut SundstromClimate 
Change

5570 MSP CEO PIF Approval UNDP Jordan Mainstreaming Rio Convention 
Provisions into National Sectoral 
Policies

22-Oct-135275 Maria Del Pilar 
Barrera Rey

Multi Focal 
Area

5471 MSP CEO PIF Approval UNDP Paraguay Capacity Development for 
Improved Environmental 
Management and Governance

23-Oct-134925 Maria Del Pilar 
Barrera Rey

Multi Focal 
Area

4644 FP CEO endorsement of FSP UNDP Uganda Addressing Barriers to the 
Adoption of Improved Charcoal 
Production Technologies and 
Sustainable Land Management 
practices through an integrated 
approach

23-Oct-134493 Junu  ShresthaMulti Focal 
Area

5601 MSP CEO MSP Approval UNDP, 
UNEP

Global Support to GEF Eligible Countries 
for Achieving Aichi Biodiversity 
Target 17 Through a Globally 
Guided NBSAPs Update Process 

24-Oct-135283 Mark ZimskyBiodiversity



GEF
ID Type Decision Sought Proponent Country Project Title

Date 
Received

IA
ID Program ManagerFocal Area

4343 FP CEO endorsement of FSP UNDP Regional (China) EAS: Implementation of the 
Yellow Sea LME Strategic Action 
Programme for Adaptive 
Ecosystem-Based Management

24-Oct-134552 Astrid HillersInternational 
Waters

5405 FP CEO endorsement of FSP UNDP Regional (China, 
Indonesia, Cambodia, 
Lao PDR, 
Philippines, Timor 
Leste, Vietnam)

EAS: Scaling up the 
Implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Strategy for the Seas 
of East Asia

25-Oct-134752 Christian SeverinInternational 
Waters



GEF
ID Type Decision Sought Proponent Country Project Title

Date 
Received

IA
ID Program ManagerFocal Area

UNEP
5525 MSP CEO MSP Approval UNEP Global (Cook Islands, 

Marshall Islands, 
Nauru, Papua New 
Guinea, Pakistan, 
Sierra Leone, Tonga, 
Yemen)

Global Project on the Updating of 
National Implementation Plans for 
POPs 

23-Oct-13Evelyn SwainPOPs

5580 FP CEO PIF Clearance for 
WPI

UNEP Mauritania Development of an Improved and 
Innovative Delivery System for 
Climate Resilient Livelihoods in 
Mauritania.

23-Oct-13Saliha DobardzicClimate 
Change

5601 MSP CEO MSP Approval UNDP, 
UNEP

Global Support to GEF Eligible Countries 
for Achieving Aichi Biodiversity 
Target 17 Through a Globally 
Guided NBSAPs Update Process 

24-Oct-13Mark ZimskyBiodiversity

4533 FP CEO endorsement of FSP UNEP Global Development of Tools to 
Incorporate Impacts of Climatic 
Variability and Change in 
Particular Floods and Droughts 
into Basin Planning Processes

25-Oct-13Astrid HillersInternational 
Waters



GEF
ID Type Decision Sought Proponent Country Project Title

Date 
Received

IA
ID Program ManagerFocal Area

UNIDO
5624 MSP CEO MSP Approval UNIDO China Review and update of the National 

Implementation Plan under the 
Stockholm Convention on 
Persistent Organic Pollutants in the 
People's Republic of China

24-Oct-13Evelyn SwainPOPs

5625 EA CEO EA Approval UNIDO Uganda Enabling Activities to Review and 
Update the National 
Implementation Plan for the 
Stockholm Convention on 
Persistent Organic Pollutants 
(POPs)

24-Oct-13Ibrahima SowPOPs

World Bank
5622 FP CEO PIF Clearance for 

WPI
World 
Bank

Indonesia Coral Triangle Initiative Project 
(COREMAPIII-CTI)

10-Oct-13Nicole GlineurMulti Focal 
Area

5581 FP CEO PIF Clearance for 
WPI

World 
Bank

Solomon Islands Community Resilience to Climate 
and Disaster Risk in Solomon 
Islands Project 

21-Oct-13112613 Rawleston MooreClimate 
Change

5270 FP CEO endorsement of FSP World 
Bank

Mali GGW Natural Resources 
Management NRM in a Changing 
Climate CC in Mali P129516

25-Oct-13129516 Jean-Marc 
Sinnassamy

Multi Focal 
Area



 October 21 - 25, 2013
Responses to Proponents

ID Type Decision Sought Proponen Country Project Title
Response

Date Remarks
IA
ID Focal Area Program Manage

AfDB
4071 FP CEO endorsement 

of FSP
AfDB Global (Global, 

Cote d'Ivoire)
TT-Pilot (GEF-4): 
Construction of 1000 Ton 
per day Municipal Solid 
Wastes Composting Unit 
in AKOUEDO Abidjan

17-Oct-13 FSP endorsed by CEOClimate 
Change

Franck Jesus

FAO
5395 FP CEO PFD 

Clearance for WPI
UNDP, 
UNEP,  
FAO

Regional (Cook 
Islands, Fiji, 
Micronesia, 
Kiribati, Marshall 
Islands, Nauru, 
Niue, Papua New 
Guinea, Palau, 
Solomon Islands, 
Tonga, Tuvalu, 
Vanuatu, Samoa)

R2R- Pacific Islands 
Ridge-to-Reef National 
Priorities – Integrated 
Water, Land, Forest and 
Coastal Management to 
Preserve Biodiversity, 
Ecosystem Services, Store 
Carbon, Improve Climate 
Resilience and Sustain 
Livelihoods

10-Oct-13 PFD Approved by 
Council (Revised 
Notification Letter sent 
to Council)

Multi Focal 
Area

Nicole Glineur

IADB
4834 FP CEO endorsement 

of FSP
IADB Brazil Recovery and Protection of 

Climate and Biodiversity 
Services in the Paraiba do 
Sul Basin of the Atlantic 
Forest of Brazil

25-Oct-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for FSP 
revision

Multi Focal 
Area

Junu  Shrestha

UNDP



ID Type Decision Sought Proponen Country Project Title
Response

Date Remarks
IA
ID Focal Area Program Manage

5326 MSP CEO MSP 
Approval

UNDP Pakistan Generating Global 
Environmental Benefits 
from Improved Decision 
Making Systems and Local 
Planning in Pakistan

20-Sep-13 PIF approved by CEO  
(PIF and PPG approval 
letter sent to Agency)

4939 Multi Focal 
Area

Maria Del Pilar 
Barrera Rey

5395 FP CEO PFD 
Clearance for WPI

UNDP, 
UNEP,  
FAO

Regional (Cook 
Islands, Fiji, 
Micronesia, 
Kiribati, Marshall 
Islands, Nauru, 
Niue, Papua New 
Guinea, Palau, 
Solomon Islands, 
Tonga, Tuvalu, 
Vanuatu, Samoa)

R2R- Pacific Islands 
Ridge-to-Reef National 
Priorities – Integrated 
Water, Land, Forest and 
Coastal Management to 
Preserve Biodiversity, 
Ecosystem Services, Store 
Carbon, Improve Climate 
Resilience and Sustain 
Livelihoods

10-Oct-13 PFD Approved by 
Council (Revised 
Notification Letter sent 
to Council)

5217 Multi Focal 
Area

Nicole Glineur

4729 FP CEO endorsement 
of FSP

UNDP Namibia Strengthening the Capacity 
of the Protected Area 
System to Address New 
Management Challenges

16-Oct-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for FSP 
revision (Request for 
modification of PMC 
and co-financing from 
UNDP)

4623 Biodiversity Jaime Cavelier

4913 MSP CEO MSP 
Approval

UNDP Ukraine Capacity Development: 
Integrating Rio Convention 
Provisions into Ukraine's 
National Environmental 
Policy Framework

17-Oct-13 FSP pending CEO 
endorsement  (request 
to fix Table A and B)

4478 Multi Focal 
Area

Maria Del Pilar 
Barrera Rey

5160 MSP CEO MSP 
Approval

UNDP Colombia The Development and 
Production of Natural 
Dyes in the Choco Region 
of Colombia for the Food, 
Cosmetics and Personal 
Care Industries Under the 
Provisions of the Nagoya 
Protocol

21-Oct-13 MSP approved by CEO5139 Biodiversity Jaime Cavelier



ID Type Decision Sought Proponen Country Project Title
Response

Date Remarks
IA
ID Focal Area Program Manage

4559 FP CEO endorsement 
of FSP

UNDP Eritrea Integrated Semenawi and 
Debubawi Bahri-Buri-
Irrori- Hawakil Protected 
Area System for 
Conservation of 
Biodiversity and 
Mitigation of Land 
Degradation    

22-Oct-13 FSP recommended for 
endorsement (Cover 
Memo and Review 
Sheet Completed)

4816 Biodiversity Jaime Cavelier

4729 FP CEO endorsement 
of FSP

UNDP Namibia Strengthening the Capacity 
of the Protected Area 
System to Address New 
Management Challenges

22-Oct-13 FSP recommended for 
endorsement (Cover 
Memo and Review 
Sheet Completed)

4623 Biodiversity Jaime Cavelier

5605 MSP CEO PIF Approval UNDP Morocco Developing a National 
Framework on Access to 
and Benefit-Sharing of 
Genetic Resources and 
Traditional Knowledge as 
a Strategy to Contribute to 
the Conservation and 
Sustainable Use of 
biodiversity in Morocco

22-Oct-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for PIF 
revision (Technical 
question sent to 
Agency)

4953 Biodiversity Jaime Cavelier

5555 MSP CEO PIF Approval UNDP Vietnam Local Development and 
Promotion of LED 
Technologies for 
Advanced General Lighting

22-Oct-13 PIF approved by CEO5193 Climate 
Change

Ming Yang

4913 MSP CEO MSP 
Approval

UNDP Ukraine Capacity Development: 
Integrating Rio Convention 
Provisions into Ukraine's 
National Environmental 
Policy Framework

22-Oct-13 MSP approved by CEO4478 Multi Focal 
Area

Maria Del Pilar 
Barrera Rey

5593 MSP CEO MSP 
Approval

UNDP Malaysia Developing and 
Implementing a National 
Access and Benefit 
Sharing Framework

22-Oct-13 MSP approved by CEO5191 Biodiversity Jaime Cavelier



ID Type Decision Sought Proponen Country Project Title
Response

Date Remarks
IA
ID Focal Area Program Manage

5605 MSP CEO PIF Approval UNDP Morocco Developing a National 
Framework on Access to 
and Benefit-Sharing of 
Genetic Resources and 
Traditional Knowledge as 
a Strategy to Contribute to 
the Conservation and 
Sustainable Use of 
biodiversity in Morocco

23-Oct-13 PIF recommended for 
CEO approval (Cover 
Memo and Review 
Sheet Completed)

4953 Biodiversity Jaime Cavelier

4913 MSP CEO PIF Approval UNDP Ukraine Capacity Development: 
Integrating Rio Convention 
Provisions into Ukraine's 
National Environmental 
Policy Framework

23-Oct-13 MSP approved by 
CEO (email sent on 
10/23/13,)

4478 Multi Focal 
Area

Maria Del Pilar 
Barrera Rey

4933 FP CEO endorsement 
of FSP

UNDP Indonesia Third National 
Communication to the 
United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change

24-Oct-13 FSP endorsed by CEO5019 Climate 
Change

Rawleston Moore

4772 FP CEO endorsement 
of FSP

UNDP Colombia Conservation and 
Sustainable Use of 
Biodiversity in Dry 
Ecosystems to Guarantee 
the Flow of Ecosystem 
Services and to Mitigate 
the Processes of 
Deforestation and 
Desertification

24-Oct-13 FSP recommended for 
endorsement

4720 Multi Focal 
Area

Ian Gray

4743 FP CEO endorsement 
of FSP

UNDP India Developing an Effective 
Multiple Use Management 
Framework for Conserving 
Biodiversity in the 
Mountain Landscapes of 
the High Ranges, Western 
Ghats

25-Oct-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for FSP 
revision

4651 Biodiversity Yoko Watanabe

UNEP



ID Type Decision Sought Proponen Country Project Title
Response

Date Remarks
IA
ID Focal Area Program Manage

5585 MSP CEO PIF Approval UNEP Yemen Implementation of the 
National Biosafety 
Framework of Yemen

9-Sep-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for PIF 
revision (Not enough 
BD Funds for this 
project)

Biodiversity Jaime Cavelier

5395 FP CEO PFD 
Clearance for WPI

UNDP, 
UNEP,  
FAO

Regional (Cook 
Islands, Fiji, 
Micronesia, 
Kiribati, Marshall 
Islands, Nauru, 
Niue, Papua New 
Guinea, Palau, 
Solomon Islands, 
Tonga, Tuvalu, 
Vanuatu, Samoa)

R2R- Pacific Islands 
Ridge-to-Reef National 
Priorities – Integrated 
Water, Land, Forest and 
Coastal Management to 
Preserve Biodiversity, 
Ecosystem Services, Store 
Carbon, Improve Climate 
Resilience and Sustain 
Livelihoods

10-Oct-13 PFD Approved by 
Council (Revised 
Notification Letter sent 
to Council)

Multi Focal 
Area

Nicole Glineur

5585 MSP CEO PIF Approval UNEP Yemen Implementation of the 
National Biosafety 
Framework of Yemen

22-Oct-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for PIF 
revision (Notification 
to agency of lack of 
funds)

Biodiversity Jaime Cavelier

5525 MSP CEO MSP 
Approval

UNEP Global (Cook 
Islands, Marshall 
Islands, Nauru, 
Papua New Guinea, 
Pakistan, Sierra 
Leone, Tonga, 
Yemen)

Global Project on the 
Updating of National 
Implementation Plans for 
POPs 

23-Oct-13 MSP approved by CEOPOPs Evelyn Swain

5618 EA CEO EA Approval UNEP Cote d'Ivoire Preparation of Côte 
d’Ivoire’s Initial Biennial 
Update Report to 
UNFCCC 

24-Oct-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for EA revision

Climate 
Change

Rawleston Moore

5403 MSP CEO PIF Approval UNEP Uzbekistan Conservation and 
Sustainable Use of 
Agricultural Biodiversity 
to Improve Regulating and 
Supporting Ecosystem 
Services in Agriculture 
Production 

25-Oct-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for FSP 
revision

Biodiversity Yoko Watanabe



ID Type Decision Sought Proponen Country Project Title
Response

Date Remarks
IA
ID Focal Area Program Manage

5403 MSP CEO PPG approval UNEP Uzbekistan Conservation and 
Sustainable Use of 
Agricultural Biodiversity 
to Improve Regulating and 
Supporting Ecosystem 
Services in Agriculture 
Production 

25-Oct-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for FSP 
revision

Biodiversity Yoko Watanabe

5607 EA CEO EA Approval UNEP Pakistan Support for the Revision of 
the NBSAPs and 
Development of Fifth 
National Report to the 

25-Oct-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for EA revision

Biodiversity Yoko Watanabe

UNIDO
4788 FP CEO endorsement 

of FSP
UNIDO India Promoting Business 

Models for Increasing 
Penetration and Scaling up 
of Solar Energy 

21-Oct-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for FSP 
revision

Climate 
Change

David Elrie Rodgers

4747 FP CEO endorsement 
of FSP

UNIDO Dominican 
Republic

Stimulating Industrial 
Competitiveness Through 
Biomass-based, Grid-
connected Electricity 
Generation

21-Oct-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for FSP 
revision

Climate 
Change

Franck Jesus

5154 MSP CEO PIF Approval UNIDO Kenya Sustainable Conversion of 
Waste into Clean Energy 
to Reduce GHG Emissions

21-Oct-13 MSP sent to Agency 
for revision

Climate 
Change

Franck Jesus

4784 FP CEO endorsement 
of FSP

UNIDO Ukraine Introduction of Energy 
Management System 
Standard in Ukrainian 
Industry 

21-Oct-13 FSP endorsed by CEOClimate 
Change

David Elrie Rodgers

5616 EA CEO EA Approval UNIDO Eritrea Enabling activities to 
review and update the 
national implementation 
plan for the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent 
Organic Pollutants (POPs)

24-Oct-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for FSP 
revision

POPs Hiroaki Takiguchi



ID Type Decision Sought Proponen Country Project Title
Response

Date Remarks
IA
ID Focal Area Program Manage

World Bank
4505 FP CEO endorsement 

of FSP
World 
Bank

Peru Strengthening Sustainable 
Management of the Guano 
Islands, Islets and Capes 
National Reserve System 
(RNSIIPG) 

10-Oct-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for FSP 
revision

Biodiversity Mark Zimsky

4605 FP CEO endorsement 
of FSP

World 
Bank

Belize Management and 
Protection of Key 
Biodiversity Areas

20-Oct-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for FSP 
revision

Multi Focal 
Area

Ian Gray

4640 FP CEO endorsement 
of FSP

World 
Bank

Congo DR Democratic Republic of 
Congo Conservation Trust 
Fund (AF for National 
Parks Network 
Rehabilitation Project)

21-Oct-13 FSP recommended for 
endorsement

127437 Biodiversity Charlotte Gobin

5622 FP CEO PIF 
Clearance for WPI

World 
Bank

Indonesia Coral Triangle Initiative 
Project (COREMAPIII-
CTI)

23-Oct-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for FSP 
revision

Multi Focal 
Area

Nicole Glineur

5581 FP CEO PIF 
Clearance for WPI

World 
Bank

Solomon Islands Community Resilience to 
Climate and Disaster Risk 
in Solomon Islands Project 

23-Oct-13 Review Sheet sent to 
Agency for PIF revision

112613 Climate 
Change

Rawleston Moore

4640 FP CEO endorsement 
of FSP

World 
Bank

Congo DR Democratic Republic of 
Congo Conservation Trust 
Fund (AF for National 
Parks Network 
Rehabilitation Project)

23-Oct-13 FSP endorsed by CEO127437 Biodiversity Charlotte Gobin

WWF-US
5596 MSP CEO MSP 

Approval
WWF-US Nepal Sustainable Land 

Management in the Churia 
Range

23-Oct-13 MSP sent to Agency 
for revision

Land 
Degradation

Ulrich Apel




