
Civil Society Engagement
with the GEF

GEF Introduction Seminar 2020
Washington DC



Evolution of Engagement with Civil Society 

GEF Small 
Grants 
Programme

Bi-Annual 
Consultations

Public 
Involvement 
PolicyGEF CSO 

Network

Policy on 
Stakeholder 
Engagement/Polic
y on Gender 
Equality

Country
Support Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bi-Annual Consultations
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Value of civil society engagement in the GEF
 Enhancing recipient country ownership and 

accountability

 Liaising with communities and other local 
stakeholders

 Making use of skills, experiences, and 
knowledge

 Facilitators, conveners and advocates
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The value of civil society encompasses different roles that they play.



CSOs Roles

 Project executors/co-executors
 Leverage co-financing
 Provide expert local knowledge to project design and 

implementation
 Participate in monitoring of project impacts and outcomes 
 Influencing policy and advocating for the GEF’s mission and 

in replenishment processes
 CSOs as GEF Project Agencies (WWF, IUCN, CI)
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The role of civil society in GEF’s operations has evolved since the institution’s inception. From the early days, the GEF opened the space for CSOs to participate in Council meetings and recognized that their valuable voices would bring the views from the ground to Council discussions and decision making. In addition to this important role, CSOs have been participating in the GEF from the design of the projects to implementation to monitoring. Since 2011, when the GEF accredited 8 new Agencies, NGOs stated playin an important new role as GEF Project Agencies, expanding the GEF partnership. 



The GEF-CSO Network

Established in 1995 as an independent Network 
of member organizations whose work in 
environment and sustainable development is 
aligned with the GEF mandate.

 www.gefcso.org
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The CSO Network – created in 1995 as an independent network of CSOs working in areas aligned with the GEF mandate. From the early days of the GEF until 2009, the GEF Secretariat had an accreditation system in place where CSOs working in areas related to the GEF could apply to be accredited to the GEF. In 2009, the Council approved the change of the accreditation to membership of the Network. The GEF Secretariat has worked with the Network in throughout the years. Financing and facilitating their participation in Council meetings and other GEF Sec led events. In engagement on policy design, training and providing financial support. 



 Collaboration for greater results and impact

 On the ground engagement with recipient country governments 
and participation with Council members

 Advisory role for the GEF Council on institutional policies and 
guidelines and formulation of strategies

 GEF CSO Network's role in advocacy and outreach to civil society 
at the global level

Updated Vision to Enhance Engagement
with Civil Society
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In 2017- Ad-Hoc Council Working Group formulated in a consultative  manner an updated vision for civil society engagement with the GEF.



Continued Engagement
 Strengthening CSO Representation at Council Consultations and 

Assembly

 Strengthening Access to information Redress and Grievance 
mechanisms

 Improved engagement at the project and program level: 
Implementation of Policies on Stakeholder Engagement 
/Gender/Safeguards

 Regional participation at Expanded Constituency Workshops

 Knowledge sharing
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These are the areas of focus for the future engagement of civil society 
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