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Naoko Ishii, elected as CEO and Chair of the Global Environment Facility in 2012, has 
led the development and implementation of the GEF’s first-ever long-term strategy.  It 
positioned the GEF to address the underlying drivers of environmental degradation and 
to catalyze systems transformation in energy, cities and food systems while protecting 
critical ecosystems. She successfully concluded two international replenishment 
negotiations, both of which mobilized more than 4 billion US dollars for the GEF. 

Before Joining the GEF, Naoko was the Deputy Vice Minister of Finance of Japan.  She 
worked as a Country Director for the World Bank and has held positions at the IMF and 
Harvard Institute for International Development.  

Naoko is co-chair of the World Economic Forum’s Platform for Accelerating the Circular 
Economy, and co-chair of the Advisory Network of the High-Level Panel for a 
Sustainable Ocean Economy.  She is a Special Advisor to the China Council for 
International Cooperation on Environment and Development, and a Commissioner for 
the Global Adaptation Commission. She also serves on the Global Advisory Board of 
the University of Tokyo. 

Naoko has published numerous papers and several books and is the inaugural recipient 
of the 2006 Enjoji Jiro Memorial Prize. She holds a B.A. and a Ph.D. from the University 
of Tokyo. 

• See Naoko’s TED Talk on Safeguarding the Global Commons at 
https://www.ted.com/talks/naoko_ishii_an_economic_case_for_saving_the_planet  

• Follow Naoko Ishii on Twitter: @NaokoIshiiGEF 
• Naoko Ishii GEF CEO and Chairperson official website: 

https://www.thegef.org/about/ceo-and-chairperson  
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