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➢ Current context

2

Environmental Degradation
Second Item

• Global GHG emissions are highest ever 
recorded.

• Declining ocean health.

• Biodiversity loss. 
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➢ Evolution of Integrated Programming

GEF-4
Operational 
Program 12

– Integrated 
Ecosystem 
Management 

GEF-5
Multi-Focal 

Area (MFA) 
programming; 
Sustainable Forest 
Management (SFM) 
program with 
incentives for 
integration across 
Rio Conventions

GEF-6
Integrated 
Approach 
programming
– focus on 
Piloting
“integration”

GEF-7
Integrated 
Approach 
programming 

– focus on 
Systems 
Transformation

GEF-8



➢ Architecture for GEF-8 

UNIFIED ACTION TOWARDS 2030 GOALS 
AND COMMITMENTS

CCM

INTEGRATED PROGRAMMING 

Food Systems
Landscape Restoration 

Sustainable Cities
Amazon, Congo, and Critical Forest Biomes

Circular Solutions to Plastic Pollution
Blue and Green Islands 

Blue Economies and Healthy Oceans 
Greening Infrastructure Developed 

Net Zero Accelerator 
Wildlife Conservation for Development 

Elimination of Harmful 
Chemicals from Supply Chains

GLOBAL PROGRAMS 

Mobilizing the Financial Sector for Environmental Goals through Blended Finance Community 
Action for Global Transformation - Small Grants Programme and beyond

CROSS-CUTTING

Circular Economy
Nature based Solutions 
Gender Responsiveness 

Resilience 
Private sector Engagement

BD IW CW
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Barriers, Opportunities, 
Solutions

Country development 
trajectories not compatible 

with GEF outcomes

Inadequate recognition of 
roles of IPs and CSOs

Institutional and sectoral 
silos at country level

Lack of policy coherence at 
country level

Misalignment of GEF 
expectations between local 

and national levels

Decision-making based on 
poor quality or outdated 

data

Weak governance capacity 
to implement and enforce 

regulations

Outcomes (through 2030)

Post-COVID19 strategies by 
state and non-state actors 

scale-up “green” and “blue” 
recovery actions in priority 
landscapes and seascapes

Incentives and improved 
policy options promote 

innovations and behavior 
change for sustainability and 
resilience in target systems

Natural capital, nature-based 
solutions and ecosystem 

services underpin 
transformation of target 

systems

Circularity promised in 
value/supply chains to 
increase efficiency and 

reduce or eliminate negative 
externalities

➢ GEF-8 & GEF-9 towards 2030 agenda



➢ GEF’s unique contributions

• Towards a Long-Term Vision on 

Complementarity GEF and GCF Collaboration 

(announcement at COP26)

Possible areas of synergy:

❑Cross-learning

❑Qualitative complementarity for upscaling and 

more impact

❑ Pilot replication and upscaling 

❑Knowledge sharing of implementation 

structures



➢ GEF as a 
Leader 
to 2030 
Goals

A central player in the One Health approach towards a 
green, blue and resilient recovery

Uniquely placed to narrow the nature financing gap

GEF-8 and GEF-9 programming strategies aligned to 
international goals



Reducing 
Financial 
Needs

Increasing 
Financial 

Flows
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GEF Financing

Environmental ODA Flows

Existing Public Expenditure Flows

Target Financial Needs

≈ 967 Billion 

≈ 143 Billion

DOMESTIC POLICY COHERENCE

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE EXPENDITURES

➢ Closing the Nature Funding Gap


